Brothers and Sisters, grace and peace be to you from God our Father and
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
I can’t help but also see how what Jesus did is the exact opposite of
what I’m trying to teach my 3 year old. Get angry? Slow down, take a
few deep breath, count to 3, if you really need to stamp your feet, get
some of your energy out.
Then after all of that figure out what to do. Even now it’s those
same steps that I do as a parent or teacher. And yet hear I am week after
week also saying that we are supposed to be doing as Jesus would have
done… do we have all of this wrong? Or is Jesus wrong? Or….what?
What are we supposed to do with this? How are we supposed to be like
Jesus? I suppose like always it’s not supposed to be easy.
So we get a glimpse of Jesus being human. I love last week’s
reading from the wedding of Cana, where he has his little, “Seriously
mom, right now?” moment. We see a Jesus that could walk into this
room and actual be approachable. And here again we see a Jesus who
could actually be my neighbor. And what a neighbor, what a friend,

someone who cares so much and so passionately that when they see such
a horrible injustice words will never be enough.
What made Jesus react the way he did. We can picture what he
saw. Going in through the huge stone archway to enter into the grand
expanse that stood in-between the outer wall of the temple and the inner
sanctuary. This is the place where everyone could be, Jews, gentiles,
men woman, kids, and there animals. And since this was right before
Passover this place is packed. And what else does Jesus See as he looks
out upon the crowd. He sees the worshipers, the farmers, shepherds, the
fisherman, the bankers and merchants, and everyone else and then he
sees the ones who don’t fit in, those people who are not looking in,
looking eagerly toward the holy of holies, but rather out, looking eagerly
at all the new people coming in with pockets and bags full of money.
Jesus see’s the corruption and greed of these people in their eyes and in
their hearts.
There is level after level of greed at work here. Just to enter the
temple you have to pay a tax, a half shekel, nothing to extravagant, just
to keep the lights on, but of course that wasn’t as simple as that. The

shekel wasn’t the currency of the land, it wasn’t used most places, the
roman coin was. But since the roman coins had faces on them, a form of
idolatry for the Jews, they couldn’t be used to pay the small tax. So fist
most people had to go to the money changers to convert their roman
currency to get in.
Then after getting in another layer of greed to get through. You
went to the temple to sacrifice to atone for you sins for the past year.
You went to go before God and be surrounded by the presence of God.
And you could bring you sacrifice with you. Of course you had to have
your lamb, cow, doves checked out to make sure God would accept
them, and that cost money. And of course 9 times out of ten they weren’t
good enough. That’s just great, what’s your only other option?
Good thing there are stall after stalls of people selling offering
preapproved livestock for you to purchase at insanely marked up prices.
What, those doves cost you a nickel back home? Here they are 5 dollars.
And if you are thinking this is just a little rigged what if I told you
that every Jew over the age of 12 was expected to make every effort
possible to make this pilgrimage and make this sacrifice every year. Or

be labeled unclean, unworthy, unfit to be a part of the community in
which they had lived every moment of their lives.
I’m beginning to understand just a little why Jesus did what he did.
There were not times for words. Not with what was on the line. These
people were standing in-between the people and the sacred and they
were demanding a price.
Here is where we see how important the relationship between God
and his people is. And yet we see God pissed that people would dare to
stand in the way of that or make that relationship harder to get to.
So what do we do now? Now we see what Jesus did, we can
understand to an extent why he did it, but what does that have to do with
right now. Always the Holy Spirit is speaking to us through the
scriptures. Always.
And here we see a word about relationships. And we also see God
taking to us about Anger. Now with anger there is something that we
feel every day. Oh yes we do, with each other, with our coworkers, with
our kids, our spouses, our friends and family, even I dare say the people
you go to church with. Are we who get angry in the hands of angry

God? Are we worshipping a God who impulsively acts? Jesus didn’t
show up to the temple with a sword or even a whip, he’s grabs a bunch
cords and uses them as the whip.
And this is a very memorable event isn’t it? So much so that it
shows up in all 4 gospels, that alone tells you it left a mark in the minds
of people then and meant a lot to them. This is a dramatic event that we
remember as well. What do we do with it?
Do we use it to defend ourselves? Jesus got angry at the right
cause and so should we. Well yeah. We should be doing that shouldn’t
we? When we see injustice, when we see pain, when we see suffering
we should be angry. We should be driven into action by that anger. We
shouldn’t let that anger die. We should be angry at those and so many
other things. But anger is a dangerous 2 edged sword without a hilt. If
you use it, if you continue to use it you are going to hurt yourself and
those whom you didn’t intend to.
This is why this this event is so power isn’t it. This is so unlike the
Jesus that we see everywhere else. I mean everywhere else. Jesus
Doesn’t act like this anywhere else. Nowhere. He’s always healing,

preaching, teaching, feeding, blessing. The guy never stopped, he even
walked willing to his death, peacefully.
But when there is just the one we get the power of it. If Jesus got
angry every 30 seconds he wouldn’t have been the savior the world
needed, that we need. If he never would have gotten angry, I would have
doubted the whole story.
But one time, in the name of something so important, the gravity of
it falls even heavier. Jesus Choose this one moment to show his anger
and wroth, do something that looks a lot like violence. This one moment
to say this ends now. Here is where we learn our ultimate lesson about
anger. About what being slow to anger, means. About being a follower
of Jesus, a Christian means.
Sin surrounds us. We will see it every day and feel its affects. We
thank God every day for his Sacrifice that makes it so that we are never
alone in our pain, loss and suffering and has made it so that one day we
will never feel those again. We thank God that we have been freed of the
burden of pointlessly trying to reach for God because we know our God
comes to us. But we also know that a time will come. A time will come

when we will have to say this is enough. This cannot happen for one
more day, one more hour, one more second. Our anger will burn, and
turn to passion and then compassion.
We cannot be fooled to think that it is ok to live angry lives just
because we are surrounded by sin, or be deluded into apathy. Both
destroy our world. Instead we listen with our hearts to the call of the
Holy Spirit that calls us into action. We are empowered by our God and
called by our God to work in this world. To bring the light of our God to
the whole World. This light is kindled with in us. Use this light wisely
and humbly. But also use it to shine in the darkness, and remember
always that the darkness shall not overcome it.

