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Dear Friends in Christ, grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus the
Christ.
Every farmer and gardener knows about weeds in their fields and gardens. They are pests and a
problem. That is a reality. Jesus picks up this reality in a parable that has meaning for the Kingdom of
heaven, the Church and our lives in this area. In His sermon by the sea, Jesus, sitting on a boat preaches
to the crowds, telling them about a farmer, good seed, an enemy, weeds and servants who are
concerned about the weeds.
The servants ask the farmer, didn’t you plant good seed? Then how can there be weeds in the field? Tell
us to go and pull them out. The weeds in this parable are called darnel or cheat. It is a weed that looks
much like wheat and intertwines itself with the wheat. No, says the farmer for you might pull out some
of the wheat with them. Let them grow together until harvest.
This is actually a parable of grace for there is patience by God with the Kingdom on earth and God’s rule.
True, both good and evil exist even in God’s kingdom on earth. But God is patient, says Jesus, and God is
also protective. As we hear this, we could breathe a sigh of relief. God is giving the evil a time to repent
and that may be us.
A number of years later as Matthew writes his Gospel of Jesus, this parable is included along with an
explanation. In the explanation, Matthew records Jesus saying more strongly that in the end, the angels
will gather the good and evil and the evil will again be burned. Matthew is writing to the early church
which finds that both good and evil exist in its members. To those who want to take a strong stand and
kick some people out, Matthew records Jesus telling them to wait, let God do it and the end of time. At
the same time, Matthew’s message to the evil is: listen up and change!
How do we assimilate, take this parable into our lives today? We do it by realizing that the world has
good and evil in it. That the Church has good and evil in it. And that is hard to stomach. It shouldn’t be
that way! We also realize that the Church can be as vicious and mean as any other organization. Or as
individuals we act like those who have no faith to guide us. The church can fight with no holds barred.
The Spanish Inquisition of the 1500s is one example. The Salem witch trials is another example.
Sometimes we fight for good reasons; sometime for bad reasons. Something happens and we rise up to
take a stand and sides are chosen. Sometimes we fight fair, listening, debating, praying, using the Word
of God to guide us and having respect. But there are also times when our sinful nature rises up out of
the dark places of our soul and we don’t act very Christian. We do not remember the Golden Rule nor
to love others as we love ourselves
Louise Penny is an interesting writer from Canada who has a Chief Inspector of murder named
Gamarche in her novels. Gamarche says that murder starts many years before in something that
festers, slowly working to a point where it eventually consumes us and we act out in murder. So
Garmache asks the questions: who is hurting, what has happened in this person’s life as a way of honing
in on suspects.
We all have things in our past. We all have had wrongs done to us. We all have wrongs that we think
happened to us. We all have a sense that injustice was done to us.

As a result, we can be on the receiving end of evil. We can also be on the creating end of evil. The
parable talks about weeds and wheat and we see other people as the problem. But it also pertains to us
as good and evil. Jesus says that His rule, the Kingdom of heaven has good and evil in it. Matthew tells
us that the church of God has good and evil in it. And the Holy Spirit tells us that we have good and evil
in us. This parable isn’t really about weeds and wheat, it is about how we live as people of God.
In this interim time we need to be aware that some bad things may have happened at some time in our
history of the church, this church or some other church. In this interim time, it may be the right time to
express that hurt, to share it. Sharing or expressing it may be like lancing a boil or a pimple or opening
an infected wound. It will hurt but it leads to healing. Strangely, sharing the hurt leads to help for it.
In one of Louise Penny’s novels, a character needs to be forgiven. She realizes that she needs the
sunlight more than the satisfaction of her pain. Yes, hurts and pain from what has been done to us or
what we think has been done to us is satisfying to a degree. In addition, we can want to hold on to it.
Yet, as Christians, we need to forgive. Not because the person deserves it or has earned it. No, but
because we become worn out and tired by carrying the hurts around in all we do. We forgive because
we need the relief; we need the freedom from that load of hurt. I had a time when I carried a load of
anger and injustice for a couple months. One morning at my desk I finally said, “Jesus, take this anger,
hatred and hurt from me, I can’t handle it anymore, I’m tired of thinking about it.” It seemed as if a great
load of weight slid off me and I felt relieved and at peace. It felt good.
God’s Kingdom, Jesus’ Church, First Lutheran Church, the church you belong to wherever it is has good
and evil in it. That’s reality, Jesus said. The enemy, which can be the devil or our own sinful self, is the
problem. What also is reality is that we need to forgive others in order to have the life Jesus wants for
us. Holding on to the hurt and pain doesn’t allow us to take hold of the gifts that Jesus has for us.
Let us pray something like this: Lord, there are times we like to nurture and relish the hurt, the evil, the
ways others have hurt us. It makes us feel good in a perverted way. But Lord, you know we are also
drained, worn down and weakened by carrying it. Lord, we give our pain and hurt to you. We let it go
now. Amen.

