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Romans 10:14-17

Dear Friends in Christ, Grace and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus the
Christ. Amen
Was it a bit unsettling to find that neither pastor is here today? It would be normal to be unsettled or
maybe even perturbed. Usually at least one pastor is here. But today, due to family commitments,
neither Pastor Jordan or I, Pastor Doug are here.
But note what has happened despite there being no pastor—worship still happened! The ushers were
here, there is music here, the people in the sound, power point and website booth were here and Deb
Clark is leading worship. And you are here. Hymns have been sung, prayers will be made, Scriptures will
be read and the communion of saints will be in worship.
We don’t want to go without pastors on a regular basis and we won’t. But God’s people still came
together; the church still operates. So we can go on without a pastor at times.
But what if there were no church? No place to gather, no actual service, no ministries or programs?
Uffda! How would we worship, pass on the faith, get together to support, encourage, care for and be
cared for by others if there was no actual church group?
If there was no actual church building what would we do? We would have to use the family as a
resource for worship, for teaching the faith and caring. I grew up watching my grandparents have
morning and evening devotions. Grandpa would read from a devotional book and we prayed the Lord’s
Prayer. My mother would gather us at the breakfast table, read the Christ in our Home devotional and
then prayed the Lord’s Prayer and moved on to eating.
The early settlers in this area often didn’t have a pastor on a weekly basis or a place of worship. But they
gathered in homes or the school house and hymns were sung, scriptures read, prayers offered. Luther’s
Small Catechism was taught and memorized.
When I was about ten years old my home church decided to build a new church. They tore down the old
one and built a new one. I don’t know how long that took but we met in the high school gym. So we
can worship in places other than a church. But it is nice to have a sanctuary, Sunday School rooms, a
kitchen and fellowship hall. It makes things so much easier. However, if we didn’t have any of these
things we could still function as a church for worship, education and fellowship.
Pastors and a church building are good to have. We can improvise if we have to. But what if there was
no church as an organization? No central office to help coordinate the business of the church. What if
there was no grouping of people that met to do what we need as people who worship? How would we
worship our God? How would we pass on the faith to our children or combine with others to do
funerals, feed the hungry or share our concerns about our faith and life and society? It would be pretty
hard. We would feel pretty isolated and somewhat powerless. We might feel frustrated with that basic
need to worship and be part of a community of believers.

Today as you walked into church you were met with a Ministry Fair. The narthex is filled with tables,
booths and displays of many ministries of the church. I hope you have or will take time today, this week
or next Sunday to look through them. See what this organization called First Lutheran Church is doing.
Maybe you will be surprised that there is a shawl ministry, a soup kitchen, a safety committee, an altar
guild, something called a lectern that people stand at, a property ministry, faith formation and tiny tots.
You may see some displays that intrigue you and you find yourself looking at them in more depth.
Today, with no pastors here but a community or communion of believers gathered might be a good day
to “Appreciate the Church”. Here in a building that enables many ministries and programs so that your
may come to realize how important this organization called a church is. This could be a day that our
eyes are opened to how important and powerful a church as an organization is. This could be a day that
we emphasize that we really love being a part of a church. This could be a day when you hear a call to
“Join the Wonder” of what God is doing and you say, “Yes, I will join the wonder or I will continue to join
the wonder of what God is doing here at First Lutheran.”
It is easy and somewhat natural to take for granted our church. Today, we take time to appreciate the
church and think about how we are a part of it. Today we can take time to realize that the church is a
building and pastors and music and gatherings and teaching and supporting one another. And it is also
an ongoing experience of people gathered around our Lord Jesus Christ. The apostle Paul in Romans 10
shares the importance of church: People gathered because someone was sent; the message was
spoken; people listened; the Holy Spirit breathed life into these people and a church, a gathering or a
communion of saint—forgiven sinners-was created and we are touched by its presence as well as being
a part of it that reaches out to invite others.
Let us “appreciate our church” today, tomorrow and unto the time we enter the Kingdom of God in all
its fullness. Amen

